Tattoo Explained...
Somoa is where the tattoo originated and where the tribal tattoo reached perfection.  The Somoans have deep spiritual beliefs and for them the tattoo is a show of respect for the God-qualities within themselves – courage and valor.  Ancient Maori warriors painted their faces with charcoal before each battle.  They began to make the lines permanent, rather than reapplying the charcoal with each battle.  This is very similar to American Indians who believed war paint protected them in battle   It was said that a man without a tattoo was a “papatea”, or “plain face” and was considered an outcast.  For the Iban tribe in the jungles of West Borneo tattoos signified the taking of their trophies while many tribes applied tattoos to identify friend from foe in battle.  The most popular reason for tribal tattoos is as a mulet, a talisman, as protection to ward off harm and disease.  19th century merchant sailors wore tattoos as a charm against the ever-present possibility of drowning at sea.  Members of the British aristocracy traditionally took to the sea and returned with tattoos from the South Seas in lieu of postcards or souvenirs.  The first western tattooists set up shop near the docks, as tattoos (discreetly hidden) became exotica for the upper classes.  But when port city tattooists began inking prostitutes and criminals, the tattoo became the mark of the lowlife who lived on the murky fringes of society.  For hundreds of years the tattoo remained underground and the tattooist was considered an outlaw. Even in Japan today, tattoos are largely considered the mark of the Yakuza, or Japanese mafia.  From this brief history the lines can be connected and it can be seen that for many today, against the perceptions of modern day society, the desire to have a tattoo means that something primal within is calling the shots.

Spiders, of the Arachnid family.  Another current day perception warped over time.  Spiders are distinguished from other Arachnids because the prosoma (combined head and thorax) is only separated from the opisthosoma (abdomen) by a narrow waist, in other Arachnids the whole body appears to be much more of a single unit.  On these two body parts are 8 legs and 8 eyes.  All spiders produce silk, but only some construct webs to catch their food, the others use their webs to varying degrees for making homes and to protect their eggs.  All spiders possess poison glands but very few of them are dangerous to humans, and only a fraction of those are strong enough to pierce human skin.  There are more than 32,000 known species of spider in the world, and to set the record straight no human being has ever been officially recorded as having died as a result of a ‘tarantula’ bite.  Unfortunately, the combination of their multi-legged appearance on a two section body, their beautiful yet eerie webs, and the fact that some species can kill, has created a perception that spiders are ‘scary’ and ‘feared’, and therefore associated with ‘evil’.  Actually, spiders more often remove other insects  which we consider ‘evil’ from our living spaces.  Interestingly enough, primal humans and those who live more closely with nature than most of us do today understand and respect spiders, rather than fear them.  For them, spiders are considered the icon of nature itself:  Beautiful, delicate, intricate, and at times deadly.

So now you don’t have to ask.  Something primal within me was seeking an outward mark of courage and valor which would also guard me against harm and disease while portraying my respect, admiration, and enjoyment of nature and the outdoors.

